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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. §1.97 (c) before the mailing date of any of a final 
action under §1.113, a notice of allowance under §1.311, or an 
action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the 
statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e) (1), that each item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from the foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement . 



The above-identified patent application has a counter part 
foreign patent application EP patent application No. 98301284.0. 
Applicant's attorney encloses a copy of the Search Report issued 





for the counter part foreign application on December 30, 2003. 
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